Faul had never
about martial

far the dull m
the pace would
sentries. In

lezzt not in t
somhambulent..

Paul tried to
visual sentry.,
course, reject
proficient at
consternation.
Cservices to Al
too, failed.

"Eliszsar, what
waiting for =so

"Well, we don'
And wou can't
visit. I+ -k
computer . "

"I alraady tri
language he Ha
workKing. % 1

"LWhat do vou m

"Oh, 1 see wha
cperating lang
program in mac
languages."

ar
di
ca

"Paul, what
communicate
your people
instruction

"You can talk
think in binar

"To ahsWer you

MNETEEM
served in the army. He had nho overly romantic notions
onor or the glory of battle. Yet, he uwas not prepared

notony of camp life. He
be somewhat more hectic,

imagined that in most campsites
owing te the need for posted
his particular camp, there was no heed for sentries,
e obvious sense, so that the pace seempd almost

The days seemed to drag on interminably.

at

eep himself occupied. One day, he volunteered for
just to give him zomething to do. Hisz request was of

i He tried his hand at cooKing, but was not very
hat taskK, causing the camp a great deal of
Finally, he decided to go owver to wvolunteer his

ertus and the men working on the worm program. That

can I do to help.
ething to happen.”

I'm going crazy sitting around here,

rneed sentries, at least the Kind vou're familiar with.
cogkK. Mavbe vou could pay Albertus and his creuw a
member correctly, vou're fairly proficient with a

d to help Albertus. When I askKed him what type of
working with, he gave me a strange looK and went on
Khew the language maybe I could help.”

an by language?"

the problem is: vou don't Know whether I mean

age or applicatiocns languasge. TakKe wour choice, I can
ine language or about five or six upper level

vou talkKing about when vou say language? We

ectly with the machine through the voice. Oh, ves,

not communicate as we do. Does that imply = usage of

t= for the machine?"

directly to the computer throush the voice? Do y¥ou guys

V?!E

b questions, we can communicate directly with the




machine?

and ng

, We do not think in binary. Binary has'nt been used

by the civilized races for hundreds of w¥ears."

"Mo wonder Albk
a flaw chart p
directly with 1%

"Simple.
instruct
through

it to
iterat|

"Well,
liKe to

I don't
bke ablg

“ell, I'11 tel
the campsite.

"1'd be gratefy

Elissar and Pay
to talk to the
visit Albertus
center.

"Good morning .,

"We 've had a 14

]

lWe tell the machine how to arrange the arguments .,

I

11 to come uwith.

11 made their way through camp .,

pt of activity

rtus looked at me likKe I uwas crazy uwhen
d. Houw de vou vou write the
he machine?"

I asked him for
program i¥ you communicate

then
exacute the program steps. We Keep testing the program

on until we get it right."”

thinKk I1'd be of any use to Albertus.
to0 do something, though."

I would still

1 »ou what: I was just preparing to
Houw would vou 1likKe to accompany me?"

go for a tour of

Let's get going."

stopring along the way
men or inspect some equipment. After stopping by to
and his crew, they made their way to the communhications

Ulrasur, how goes the watch?"

in this quadrant for the past feuw davs.

ent
pla

No one has
their home
are headed for
planet are not
fur-ther suppli
closely, but %
I guess we'll

enter our airs

"How do vou Fi

"Hard toc say.
with what we K
segekKers in sma
have launched
to zeparate lo
wait."

"Ary news from

red our airspace, but the Panterran have been leaving
et in fairly large numbers. ke can't tell vet if they
this planet. One thing is certain: the leaders on this
expecting re-enforcements, nor do they expect any

s from home. e have'nt been watching the Mantodeii as

ey too expect no further re-enforcements or supplies.

just have to sit tight and wait for one of the ships to

ace."

a0

ure the increased actiwvity

Could be additional forces on either side, although
ow, I'disay that's unlikely. Could be curipsity

1 aircraft. Could be spy drones; either side could
hem enmasse and then instructed the individual drones
aticns. Like 1 said, sir, we'll just have to sit and

the field?"



already takKing

"Or-and reports

The Panterran are
The Mantodeii, meanwhile, are

that his worm mission Was sucessful.
some land back.

‘scrambling to figure outr what's wrong with their computer while at the

same time staving off the Panterran counter-offensive.

a-'hcnugh*cs of nuglear deplovment.

!

~

The Panterran

leadership, flush uwith their recent sucess, has stopped entertaining

So far, the cat and mouse game is

orking splendidly.”

"Any word from

"Moo sir, we have heand nothing new.
that we stall for time. MNo

the resolution

"a1l1 things considersd,

At least we're
advantage."

"Thank vou for

training centern.

instructions w

immediate attegtion.

Paul and Elizsar trudged off

"Hew , I just th
like & pair of
£dh\_their repof

J

"The answer to

voice, then I would have nothing toc do all day.
the same boat + we are bored bored to distraction.

my sister?"

The last message uwe received askKed
indication was given as to the status of
before the Federation."

it looks as though uwe're doing fairly uwell.

giving my sister more time? 1 hope she uses it to her

the information, Ulrasur. I thinKk we'll go wisit the
1 have 'nt seen Arawan in a few days., Leave

ith vour men that any hews from my sister is for my
See you in a few days."

in the direction of the ftraining center.

ioght of something. LWhy are we wWalKing arocund this camp
fools. You could contact these people telepathically
o b SR

I+ I contacted them throught the
So wou and I are in
Li#t us therefore

that is gquite simple.

continue toward the training center.”

"Good
forcefulness .,

"Paul ,
ghit."'"®

"Hello . Arawan

idea, Eljissar.
inns ight and boredom.”

in the fvernacular used on your planet

That's what I liKe in a leader: resolution,

‘don't give me any

how goes it?"




FH—

"Oh, I'm sorry

rest of the galaxy.

warriors. They
into the heart
withstood the

-

"Something is
for help. To
battle. That
I wish

"Why don't vou |just use the vcice to call hep?"

"I wish I coul

until

"What could peo

"Detection. Di
with some roman
reality, it is

"How the hell ¢

"Are wou Ffamili
brain waves for
other consciocus
yoice trance-st
different from
w5 well as the

"The Federation
NoW . There hay

several centurigs.,
incidents are tooc few and unrelated.

that the
begun a study o
determine wheth

"My sister fear
telepathic moni

rong
il appearances, the Panterran are again winning the
ould alsoc account for RakKreesh's anger at the summons.
I had word from my sister."

she contacts

d vou thinK the voice was magic?
tic novel from vour planet.
therefore capable of detection.”

ahn

ar with brain-wave patterns?
m perceptible patterns.

ate.
other patterns.
receptor of a message.

Faul: I had forgotten vou were unfamiliar with the
The Grssh-MNak are an elite group of FPanterran
are a highly trained fighting force and strike terror

of the Panterran themselwves. Mo enemy haz ever

nslaught of the Grssh-MNak.

here. The Grszsh-Mak should not have been summohed

» but we are prevented from doing zo. We rmust wait

us . "

sibly prevent wou from contacting her?"

ke are not deal ing
The woice is a physical

it be detected?"”

In a normal waking state,
The same applies to various

It is equally true for the
is deweloped uwhich is
iz similar for the sender

and semi-conscious states.
A brain wave pattern
The pattern

has been aware of the telepathic ability for some time
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e that opposing members of the Federation have set-up
tors throughout the central city of Regul, where szhe
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wave activity d

i the gowvernment. She has advised us not to transmit

» until she establishes contact first. She has built a
ned room where their filters cannot pick-up her brain
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i”“Fairly well, lissar. The men are doing well in the combat drills.
i 1 just hope uwe never hawe to use the sKills we acquire here. Of
! course, some of the vounger men want to march off into battle. i hope

m¢ temperance has a sobering =2ffect upon them, but I doubt it. Hello
Paul, how are dAocu?"

“Feeyjcg pretty useless right about now."
\

K&D

"wes , I Know what vou mean. My men and I have been mere orhaments

funtil now. Macgt of the worKk has been done by Elissar, Orand, and
5 Ulrasur in thisz eangagement. Itz not that I resent the way this uwar is
going - 1 woul much rather have it settled peacefully - its just that

Z it gets difficylt sitting around waiting for something to happen.
| Well, 1 Keep the men trained in case uwe are needed, so I suppose I
Legerve some useful purpose.”

?H~ "Don't get iscouraged my friend. You are doing a fine job. Let us
hope that wou ill never be called upon to display houw well you have
trained our met. But I Knouw how hard it is to wait to prove yourself.

1 have waited |tuos hundrsd wears for my chance. Patience, patience;
the time is drawing near."

Just then, a looK of alarm suwept over Elissar's face.

"1 am being summoned by Ulrasur. Paul , let us g9oc. Arawan, come with
for this involyes you as well."

Elissar ran of in the direction of the communications center,
followed by Arawan. Paul followed at a much less strenuous pace.
owing to his breathing difficulties,.

Paul arrived at the communications center and saw the once-passive
facility abuzz with activity. in the midst of all the activity were
Elissar, Arawan and Ulrassur engaged in a rather heated discussion.

"are vou sure the Grssh-Nak are on the way? 1 thought they were
putting down a|revolt in the Andromeda zsvsatem."

"They hawve apparently abandonad that encounter to concentrate their

gefforts hers. According to the transmission recieved by the Panterran
leaders, theay Ere expected here anhy day. I can tell wou that RaKreesh
iz not tooc plepsed with this latest development."”

"Damh ! We had| not counted on this possibility. Qur contingency plans
did not include thiz eventuality."”

"Ewcyse me, but what is going on here?" asked Paul.
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"I have no *taskK - I am uselessg."

"You have zlready performed vour task, and quite well at that.
sold the planet to the Panterran and then to the Mantodeii.

You
The sale

of the planet triggered off this war, which was still another

diversion necessary to buy time.

Even more importantly, it became

cbvious to the Federation that the tuc principal protagcocnists in the

galaxy uere gettihg too warlike for their oun good.,

You also ztalled

the Panterran long enough for us to get organized and implement our

plans. Bes ides ,
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