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Paul was alsc bothered by the Plans he made with Owhindamon. They
decided to evaluate each sale of a planet on a case-by-case basis.
Where the sale would not harm the planet, or could Possibly improve
the chances of intelligent 1ife developing or being nurtured omn the
Planet, no duplicate deed would be drawun up. Where a planet could be
harmed or life threatened, a dupl icate deed would be made and
alternate ocuwners found. The amount of time necessary to analyvse each
sale was staggering. fAind vet, the time element did not bother Paul
appreciably. What really worried him was the uncertainty of the
process. How could he and Ouhindamon determine the fate of a planet:
so much rested on | the judgement of two men. It was a staggering
responsibilty and began to take its toll on Paul. Finally, he uwas
concerned that on | the planets where multiple ocwnership could be
claimed, armed conflict would arize. He found it very difficult to
accept that warfare would improve the chances of a planet's nurturing
intelligent life. Ultimately, Paul had to rely on good intentions and
he could not help but think of the adage about "the road to hell being
lined with good intentions."

"Yes, my friend, faith is a difficult concept to deal with. We are
taught throughout our entire lifetimes to rely on our pouwers of
reason. We are reminded daily that our lives are governed by our
senses. find the process of faith cannot be governed by the senses or
made more accessible through our pouwers of reason. But, if I had told
¥ou two vears ago that you could converse with me without speech and
accross ah entire galaxy, would vou have bel ieved me? Learn to trust
what your heart tells you to be right. You cannot aluwavs have
absolute proof in (this life. Open your heart, do what ¥You Khow to be
right, strive to do your best; more than that cannot be asked of YOUu.
I shall not fault vou if vou follow these precepts.”

"I am 50 afraid of makKing the wrong choices, Ouhindamon. There are so
many lives hangin in the balance; I don't think I am up to the taszk
before me. You seem so confident, so sure of uhat vou are doing. 1
have no idea of whether what I am doing is right or wrong.®

"Do you thinkKk I am sure all the time? You give me too much credit. I
am not the omhiscient one? I am much the s=ame as yYou."

"You aren'nt though. You makKe a decision, and implement it:; 1
vyacillate ocut of flear. One minute I am sure, the next I am plagued by

doubts."

"We are different |in this regard, Paul. I have looKed at pain, death
and suffering for so long that I Know that these things are the worst
that can befall a pecple. Where I can tip the balance even so little
that I minimize these things, then I consider a wvictory to be
achieved. It is 5 small victory perhaps, but it iz one worth fighting
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for. You looK for absolute victory, and I Know that such a thing is
unattainable. We| live in an imperfect world my friend, and while we
may strive to eradicate suffering? we Know that we never can. It is
the measure of a man's life to realize that he cannot achieve an end

to suffering, but|to strive as if each action he performs will inh fact
eliminate it once| and for all."

"I can't do that, |Quhindamon. I can't live by that code. You Khow me
too well? I cannhot have my hope shattered constantly. I can't flight
and Know that I will never wir. I can't send an entire planet to war
and hope that somehow some amount of good will come out of the
struggle.”

"But tell me, Paul, can vou see milliochs of intell igent creatures sent
to their death for no good reason? Do vou believe that one group can
take possession of another's homeland?"

"0f course not. You Know houw I feel about these things; uwe've talKed
about them often enough."

"Well, the solution we have developed might not be the perfect a swer
but it is the best we can thinkKk of. It might cost lives and invalve
many years of struggle, but it is better than the alternative. f vou
believe in it, put aside wvour doubts and misgivings and pursue Yaur
workK."

"It is a bitter pill vou ask me to swallow."

"It is the same pill every man must take soconer or later. Some accept
it willingly and acquire wisdom thereby! others fight and rail against
fate - but in the end each must accept it. Choose Paul, for chogse
vou must; it is the common lot of humanity and that which ultimately
binds us together."

"I wish this taskK |could be given toc someone else; I don't want to take
this poison. I must accept though? I hope I gain the wisdom vou |speak
of for 1 am sorely in need of it."

"Providence has a way of uwatching out for us, Paul. I am sure that

the assistance vou require will be given yvou when needed. I came into
vour life unexpectedly, unlooKed-for. What vou don't realize is,; that
the same applied to me when I met vou."

"How could vou possibly need me?"
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