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"Met too uwel

"That's what
humar . lell
for the Mant

"Moo sir, he

asked him wh
large force.,
del iberately
determine i+f

"You saw the
strong? bhy

THENTY - ONE

how does Mr. Phillips 1iKe our accomodations?"

1, sir, for he carries on quite vehemently."

I 1like about vou, MNrssh-Krl, vou'vwse got a fine sense of
» on to more ssrious business. Haz he admitited to workKing
cdeii wet?"

has 'nt. He says he does 'nt work for an¥ohe. When ue

at army destroved the Grssh-nak, he savs that it was not a
but three or four thousand men. I think he is

taunting us. 1 have waited till wour arrival to

we should increase his torment.”

farce which destroved the Grssh-nak is three thousand
lie to me, Paul. You will only make things difficult for

wourself. Why not tell the truth and forgc some uhnecessary pain. 1f

You are warr
die uwhether
or I will in

"I have ansu

"Paul , why d
not possibly
»ou deem hec

"Yes £ir.

Grassh, fix the mind probe upon Mr. Phillips.

ied about living, please don't trouble vourself. You will
voul co-operate or not. Mow , ansuwer Nrssh-Krl's questions
struct him to get rough with you."

ered his questions truthfully.

o vou peprsist in lving to me. Three thousand men could
defeat the Grszsh-nak. Nrzzh-Krl, take uwhatever measures
essary." )

Good, nhou

just let him Know what the probe can do. Ah, Mr. Phillips, do wou

like the =zen
vou give me

adminizster a
Grazsh, supl
Gaood, now an

"Mo vou Work

n ’\-!G = n

"LWrong &risuwe
for the Mant

sation? I rather doubt it. MNow, for every ansuwer that
which I don't think true, I will instruct Grassh to
nother chargs. Do we understand the rules to the game?
ain the rules once more to Mr., Phillips before we begin.
suwer my fquestions, Mr. Phillips.”

for the Mantodeii?"

A Graszsh, please. Mow, let's try again. Do wou uwork

cdeii?"




"1 tald vou

"Such langusa
ta change vo
e 've gaot pl
questions. "

"How did vou

"1 used the

"Whaoe told vo

"One of the

"Grassh, ple
Your answers
the Mantode i
swsatem, "

"1 am tellin

"Grassh, inc
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wait till wa
please admin
has indeed p
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laser whip.
is samething
this hard wo
Grzssh, care
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Elissar and
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instructions

o, ¥ou fuckKer.*®

= E= 3till rnot an acceptable ansuer.
e mingd. Ma? Well,
enty of time, Mr.

Grassh, again. Want
mavbe vou are telling the truth.

Phillips so 1'l1 just ask few more

<

get to this planet?"

blue haze."

W how to use it7?"

men in the army who defeated the Grash-nak."

ase adminiszter the mind probe. Thank ~»ou. Mr. Phillips,
irritate me. Mow, why don't vou admit that vou work for

i and that they showed vou how to use the transport

g the truth."

rease the power an the probe. Ah wes, the probe seems to
uite well now, judging from Mr. Philips' reaction. You
1lips, vou will pass out shortly from the pain. lde 11

4 recover until we begin ocur questioning again. Grassh ,
ister another charge from the probe. Logk Grassh, he
assed-out. Wake him up so we can begin again., I think
ser whip will cause him to wake. Hello, Paul how are you;s
vou're awake again. Shall we continue? Did the Mantodeii
a1l deed to the praoperty?"

U god-damn owvergrouwn alleycat."”

the mind probe or
I do hope there
lWell, all

are impudent. Grassh, vour decisiont
At this rate, we might be here all day.
left of Mr. Phillips for RakKreesh to Kill.

r¥ has made me hungry, I think I1'11 get something to eat.
+g join me? Mr,. Phillips, 1 hope vou don't mind?
assed-ocut againf I guess he won't mind too much.”

Paul 's disappearance Was
status. He gave

men had just launched when
was immediately informed of Paul's
conitinue back to their camp.

iz
s ar
to
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"1 can't get

"Will he giw

"Of course n
It is unfort
Panterran wi
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Araxwan, have
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becomes unen
time we talk
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"Well , for =
Secondly , vo
be handily b
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our communic
and stay one
wanting to m

"You Know, I
problam with
I am sure th
to have hims
fairly wmworth

"1 sae. P 1
advantage.

Rakreesh dec
In return fo
cegase~fire i

"Elissar, th
really, do ¥
having lost
leading the
¥ing after s

¥ had dizembarked, and stored their prisoners, Elissar
tact Paul.

through to him, but ! can tell that he iz & great deasl of

e Up our peosition?"

at, Ulrasur. I trust Owhindamon's judgement implicitly.
unate that he will die, however. I am sure that the

11 ¥ill him when he does not satisfactorially answer their
I wondar if we may use their King as a bargaining chip.
Krssh-tg-fad brought here.

ret is that we did not make him unshai in case the pain
durable. Ah, Krssh-tg-fad, how nice to see wou. Last
ed, ¥ou uwere going to offer terms. Well, have a seat and
s th etrmsz of vour surrender."

being a 1little premature? I have a force of hundreds of
t on this planet. Why should such a force surrender to

tartersz, we conquered the finest fighter:s vou had.

u have another enemy in the Mantodeiir an enemy who would

eating wour troops had we hot interfered with their

ns systems., Finally, wour warriors will never find vou:
aticns are such that we will anticipate their every move
step ahead of them. I think those are good reasons for

ake terms."”

am inclined to agree with vou. I can see only one
agresing to »our terms. That problem is named RaKreesh.
at within a fairly short period of time, he will arrange
elf made King. I am afraid that vou have captured a
less hostage."

1 wonder if wWwe can't zomehow turn this situation to our
Suppose vou uwere to contact vour home planet and have
lared a traitor before he could makKe a claim for Kingship.
r wour continued occcupancy of the throne, ¥You issue a
i this war."”

at is a very facile way out of this situation. But

ou think that the Panterran would have me for a King after
a2 battle and suffering the first Known defeat while

Gr issh-nhak? Do vou also think that I would want to be

uch a defeat? As I said before, vou have captured a
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/ "1 don't
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pain when ue
has captured

I i%o s o dn

there an

"1s

"Short of =&
person who i
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would be uss
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Panterran an
in the Rigsl
has been det
gxchange the
Grssh-nak, f
Panterran tr
one Paul Phi
of thisz offe
accept the o
Elissar."
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Eliszar how are woy?"

nough . it
m prisoner.
help."

is Paul who I am worried about.
I fear he iz being tortured,

The Panterran
and that we arse

ied contacting him?"

t he does not respond. e can detect zigns of extreme
make moementary contact with him. ke fear that RakKreesh
him."

fact Rakreesh, then Paul has a short while to live."

¥ wWay We can get him ocut of there?"

nding someone in after him, 1 can see np other way. The
e zent to perform the rescue operation stands a fairly
pf being captured or Killed himself. Have vou tried using

e vou captured as hostages?"

t we have captured Krssh-tg-fad . He belisves that he
less as a hostage, since RaKreesh would lobbyw for the

beset ne can hope to do is buy some time. Let us draft a
nd to Rakreesh and the Panterran High Council. '‘From
akreesh and the Panterran leaders: I have captured your
g-fad, and heold him hostage. I have no wish for uwar with
nor with any any other mambers of the galactic community.
desire the end of the curvrent conflict betuween the
Mantodeii over the property rights of a certain planet
tan syvstem. 1 alsc desire the release of my +friend, who
ined by the Panterran army. I therefore propose to
liberty of vour King, aleng uwith the remnants of the
or the cessation of the current war and withdrawal of
bops from the aforesaid planet along with the return of
1lips. We will allouw vou three days for the consideration
N If at the expiration of the third day, vou wish to
Ffer contact us on frequency S578Mhz. e remain Yours.,

r

what the message will accompl ish. They will never




usaless pris
sxacuted. I
am sorry 1 c
negotiate te
him, I think
negotiate fp
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"Arawanh, hav
are attended

"Damn! Phil
attempted to
necessary in
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fnandu
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"While vou w
until after

"bWell, what

"She szaid th
adopting san
to press cou
gt this issu
sanctions, b
bhaest, Theay

be forthcomi

"Well, this
Anandur .

ha

"l rasur ,

"Yes sir, he
Sirius svtem

I wis
1

"Time ,
our best.

"Haello, Duhi

oner . I¥f vyou truly wanted to help me,

am of no use to my
ahnoet help vou
s

vou would have me
recple and of less use to mysels. i
in vour present situation. I¥f vou wish to
I suggest vou contact RaKreesh. Before you contact
maybe you ought to win a few more battles so as tao

am & position of strength. I must admit though, I admire
PR e

e him takKen awayv.
~ta "

Make sure that the needs of his people

lips cannot expect help from that quarter. Has anvone

reach Owhindamon? lell, try to get hims his advice
this matter. 1 hope Paul can held out for a while
aps Ouwhindamon can help us free him."

is

malked through Elissar's tent and aprroached the King.

i what is it?"

gre gonhe, & meEssage arrived from your sister. I waited
vou uwere finished with the Panterran to tell vou.®

did she sa»?"

Federation is becoming more receptive to the idea of
tions. Both the Mantodeii and Panterran have threatened
ter-sanctions against anvone agreseing with the Federation
Ouhindamon is trying to line-up support for the
ut she sees the balarce of power being evenly divided at
are looking for more suppoirt, but they doubt that it will
ha in less than a few davs."

iz welcome hews, if only provisionally so0. Good work.,

ve we contacted OQuwhindamon yet?"

will be here in a few hours. He iz currently in the

trving to drum-up support for the Federation."

Damn it, Paul, hang on? We're doing

is good enough."

kI had more time.

just hope our best

ndamon vour counsel is uwelcome."
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\ In the meant

§7“1 agree, th
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7provide me u

"The legisla

ot

teleg for her

"Do vou thin

"Realistical
chance of th
Mantodeii ar
froam the bal
protagonists

"Do not desp
few more day
within thrae

"What can sh

"You are uro

ey will not accept. It iz only intended to buy time.

has agreed to contact me within three davs. She will

ith the final piece of information I need to contact some
lobbyving effortz."

¥ the legislation will pass?"

1w, without the azsizstance of the old ones, we have little
e legislation passing. Both the Panterran and the

e opposed to the statute. I cannot get encush support
ance of the galactic community to discourage the tuo

tion iz doomed. Three davs will not help vou."

air. ¥You have waited so long for your time, what are a
s to wait? As I told wvou, ¥our sister will contact me
davs." :

e tell wou? The old ones are a myth."

ng my Friend, the old ones do indeed exist. Your sister

will confirm mv method of contact, and then we shall secure the old

ahes' aid."

"But what wi

"Once [ hear

"But vou jus
cantiot take

"Monzense !
have workK to

11 we do about Paul?"”

fraom wour sister, I will geat Paul."

4+ zaid that the rescue operation will be perilous. You
that rlisk."

I can and will take the risk. MNow if you don't mind, I
do. 1 will let wou Know when vour sister contacts me.
ime , see that I am not disturbed."”
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